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SUBJECT: BELGIAN PETROLEUM IMPORTS/EXPORTS 
REF: BRUSSELS 6123 

1. SENIOR REPRESENTATIVES OF BELGIAN PETROLEUM COMPANIES MET 
WITH BELGAIN CABINET COMMITTEE FOR ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
(CMCES) ON EVENING FRIDAY, OCTOBER 26 TO DISCUSS PETROLEUM 
SUPPLY SITUATION. ACCORDING TO INDUSTRY SOURCE BELGIAN MINISTERS 
INFORMED INDUSTRY THAT: 

A. GOB WILL ATTEMPT ENSURE THAT ARAB BOYCOTT OF NETHERLANDS 
WILL NOT AFFECT BELGIAN CRUDE SUPPLIES (OVER 50 PERCENT TRANSITS 
ROTTERDAM). 
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B. MINISTER FORAFFAIRS VAN ELSLANDE IS "IN CONTACT WITH 
OTHER EC FORAFFAIRS MINISTERS" IN EFFORT ARRANGE DIRECT EC 
APPROACH TO ARABS IN ORDER "ENSURE THAT EUROPEAN INTEREST 
ARE SAFEGUARDED". 

2. INDUSTRY REPS WERE GIVEN STRONG ENCOURAGEMENT THAT GOB 
WILL PERMIT SIGNIFICANT INCREASE IN LOCAL PETROLEUM PRICES IN 
VERY NEAR FUTURE. INCREASE LIKELY TO BE IN NEIGHBORHOOD OF 
$30 PER TON FOR REFINED PRODUCTS, BRINGING BELGIAN RETAIL PRICES 
FOR GASOLINE AND OTHER LIGHT PRODUCTS UP TO DUTCH AND FRENCH 
AVERAGE. 

3. BELGIAN MINISTERS ALSO ASKED INDUSTRY VOLUNTARILY REDUCE 
EXPORTS IN ORDER TO ENSURE THAT LOCAL NEEDS ARE MET. MEANWHILE 
EXPORT LICENSE SYSTEM INSTALLED LAST WEEK (REFTEL) APPEARS TO BE 
WORKING MORE SMOOTHLY THAN AT FIRST. WE ARE UNABLE TO TELL 
WHETHER GOB ACTUALLY INTENDS AT THIS POINT TO RESTRICT EXPORTS 
(EITHER WITHIN OR OUTSIDE OF EC). DELAYS IN OBTAINING EXPORT 
PERMITS DURING FIRST DAYS OF NEW SYSTEM MAY HAVE BEEN ONLY 
ADMINISTRATIVE CLUMSINESS.STRAUSZ-HUPE 
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